CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Postal III 

Other known title (s): 

Postal 3 

OFLC ref: 

1600968.000 

Medium: 

Computer Game 

Distributor: 

Valve Corporation 

Publisher: 

AkeUa 

Country of origin: 

Russian Federation 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Chief Censor 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 
persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 

Excisions: 

No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: 

Violence, offensive language, sexual material & content that may 
offend 

Display conditions: 

None 

Date of entry in Register: 

13 February 2017 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

13 February 2017 

Date of notice of decision: 

10 February 2017 



Components 

Running time 

Game: 

Postal III 


Total running time: 




Summary of reasons for decision: 

The Chief Censor called in this game for classification on 5 December 2016 under sl3(3) of the 
Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act) primarily due to concerns about 
its content in light of its predecessor. Postal 2: Share The Pain (OFLC Ref: 401584) being classified as 
Objectionable. ‘Postal 3’ is a third-person shooter video game. It is the third game in the ‘Postal’ 
series, being the sequel to ‘Postal 2’. It tells the story of the Postal Dude's adventures in a town 





named Catharsis, following directly from the ending of the second game. It allows players to engage 
in acts of unprovoked violence and cruelty against innocents and opponents, to an extent and degree 
that is likely to shock and disturb younger audiences. The game allows players to engage in 
dehumanising and degrading conduct by urinating on them. While adults will recognise this act as 
part of the game’s transgressive humour, younger players are unUkely to possess the knowledge and 
experience to interpret this correcdy. Offensive stereotyping and bigoted attitudes are presented 
throughout. Adults will recognise these representations as the intentionally offensive caricatures they 
are. However, with an inordinate focus on minorities, this ‘punching down’ humour poses a serious 
risk of introducing or reinforcing negative attitudes towards those who are not straight, white and 
male. This is of particular concern with respect to teenagers who are likely to be more susceptible to 
these negative social attitudes. At their age they are generally less discerning, with limited life 
experience and stiU-developing media literacy. Yet the interstitial cutscenes and self-aware dialogue 
ensures the violent and bigoted content is presented as intentionally offensive entertainment. 
Particular consideration has been given to the ways in which ‘Postal III’ differs from its predecessor 
‘Postal 2: Share The Pain’, which was deemed objectionable. Where that game was found to promote 
or support use of urine in association with degrading or dehumanising conduct and to tend to 
promote and support the infliction of extreme violence and cruelty, ‘Postal III’ is framed and 
structured in such a way where the same conclusions cannot be drawn. Consideration is given to the 
right to freedom of expression as set out in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. A restriction to 
an adult audience will ensure the potential for harm associated with the game’s bigoted attitudes, 
affordance for gratuitous violence, and scenes of degrading and dehumanising conduct are minimised. 
Adults have the media literacy and life experience to reconcile this content in the context of a satirical 
game, reliant on offensive humour and shock value to entertain. Therefore Postal III is classified as 
objectionable unless its availability is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 



